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A   definite   materialism   was,   therefore,  the in-

dividual quality of the fashionable novel
markedly in contract to what had gone before; and
on this faft primarily may be based the case (recently
and elsewhere skilfully argued) x for Theodore Hook's
Sayings and Doings? as having been the firSl outstanding
achievement of silver-fork fiftion.

Hook was a professional author who lived by his
wits, and was quite clever enough to forecast a coming
craze for reali&ic descriptions of fashionable life and
deliberately to exploit it ; also, in the course of his
rather sinifter activities as editor of John Bull, he was
able to colleft plenty of material for convincing descrip-
tion of the seamier side of gilded dissipation. So
much in the way of qualification. As for achievement,
he presents in Sayings and Doings traditional novel plots
from the preceding decades so re-conditioned as to
have a special quality of crisp and veracious intimacy,
His Tories button-hole the reader. They invite
him to take pot-luck with a noble family ; to look in
and mock the vulgarities of a parvenu ; to witness an

Edgeworthiness because the ktter came to be regarded, on the one
hand as dowdy and dull, on the other (though one can hardly believe it)
as irreligious. " Lady Harriet Duncan " from Granby may first bear
witness : " Do tell me your favourite novels. I hope you like nothing
of Miss Edgeworth's or Miss Auften's. They are full of commonplace
people that one recognises at once." On the second count
we have the evidence of her friend Laman Blanchard that the
poetess Letitia Landon gained a reputation for loose morality
partly because she admired Mark Edgeworth's ftories more than
those of Mrs. Sherwood ; while the Edgeworths themselves, father and
daughter, had been in many quarters and for long enough shunned for
irreHgion, as is proved by their rather anxious preface to the second
edition of Praftical Education (3 vols. 1801) where they " disavow in
explicit terms the design of laying down a syftem of Education founded
upon morality exclusive of Religion."

1  In Theodore Hook and His Novels by Myron T. Brightfield.   Har- .
vard University Press.    1928.

2  Cf. above, p. 119 note.